Definition: What are Organ Transplants?

An organ transplant is a surgical operation in which a failing or damaged organ in the
human body is removed and replaced with a functioning one. The donated organ may be
from a deceased donor, a living donor, or an animal. In some cases an artificial organ is
used.

Cadaveric organ donation involves removing organs from a recently deceased donor.

Living organ donation involves the donation of one of a paired organ (such as kidneys)
or a portion of an organ (such as a lobe of the liver or lung). The donor's organ system is
still able to function after the donation. Living donors are often related to the patient, but

that is not always the case.

Ethical Issues

The major ethical concerns regarding organ transplant stem from the issue of a shortage
of organs. The number of patients on the waiting list for organ donation far exceeds the
number of available donors. As of January 2008, over 97,900 people remained on a
waiting list, and between January and September of 2007 only 21,403 transplant surgeries
had been performed.

The shortage of organs available for transplant gives rise to moral and ethical issues
surrounding the procurement and distribution organs:

« Should those who have a better chance for survival be given priority over other
patients needing organ transplants?

e Should parents of young children be given priority?

« Should those whose lifestyle choices (smoking, drinking, drug use, obesity, etc.)
damaged their organ(s) be given the opportunity of an organ transplant?

e Should incentives, either monetary or non-monetary, be offered in order to
encourage organ donation? Should those who made the decision to donate organs
of a loved one who has been declared dead receive any kind of financial
compensation?

o Does “transplant tourism” — the concept of traveling to developing countries to
obtain organs exploit the poor and what does this mean for distributive justice?

« Should prisoners on death row be given the option of donating organs upon their
death, or even be offered the option of trading a kidney or bone marrow in
exchange for a life sentence in prison without parole?

e Should everyone be required to indicate their wishes regarding organ
transplantation on either their income tax forms or drivers license?
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e Should consent to donate organs be presumed, so that organs are donated unless a
person, while still living, specifically requests not to donate upon death?

e Should organs be created through the use of stem cells?

o Should hospital policies permit organs to be taken from non- heart-beating donors
(NHBD) to increase the number of organs available?

Links

Dr. Jeffrey Kahn, Director of the University of Minnesota 's Center for Bioethics,
discussed ethical issues surrounding organ transplants on Minnesota Public Radio's
Midmorning program on March 6, 2006. Topics included advertising for organ donations,
the ability of living donors to choose organ recipients, and the recent face transplant in
France. The recorded audio can be accessed online at
http://minnesota.publicradio.org/display/web/2006/03/06/midmorning2/.

The United Network for Organ Sharing (UNOS), on the Internet at www.unos.org , is a
nonprofit, scientific and education organization focused on organ transplantation. UNOS
administers the nation's only Organ Procurement and Transplantation Network (OPTN),
which was established by the U.S. Congress in 1984. The OPTN, online at
www.optn.org, facilitates organ matching and placement and collects transplant data.

Also at the United Network for Organ Sharing website is page that discusses bioethical
issues surrounding organ transplant, http://www.optn.org/resources/bioethics.asp.

TransWeb.org features recipient and donor stories on their website, available at
www. TransWEDb.org.

The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services Web site for Organ Donation is
available online at www.organdonor.gov.

The topic of Transplant Tourism is addressed when a man travels overseas in search of a
kidney donor. An article about this documentary is available online at
http://pt.wkhealth.com/pt/re/ajtr/abstract.
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Facts & Statistics

e Onaverage 17 patients die every day while awaiting an organ.

e Onaverage 110 people are added to the nation’s organ transplant waiting list each
day- one every 13 minutes.

e As of January 2008, 97,960 people remained on the waiting list for an organ
transplant.

o Advertisements for potential donors posted by loved ones can now be found on
the Internet, according to an Associated Press article (Oct. 2004) available online
at www.msnbc.msn.com/id/6326205/ .

e ltisillegal to buy or sell organs in the U.S.
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