
Veterinary Public Health 
Program leading to dual Doctor 
of Veterinary Medicine/Master of
Public Health degrees
An opportunity for veterinary students to 
combine their studies with a degree from one 
of the nation’s top public health schools

Logistically, the program works like this: 
Students may take MPH coursework during the summer
term before and during their veterinary curriculum. The
summer work includes online distance education courses,
as well as attendance at least two three-week, intensive
Public Health Institutes that allows students to earn 6 to
8 credit hours per session. The institute is held on the
University of Minnesota Twin Cities campus in May/June.
Students can also take online courses during the regular
school year.

Students must also complete a field experience and a
master’s project related to public health. The field
experience and research project may be completed during
summers or during fourth-year veterinary rotations, and
can be arranged almost anywhere in North America. 

Some public health and zoonotic disease electives may
count toward both the DVM and the MPH. 

To be eligible, students must be currently enrolled in
good standing in an accredited college of veterinary
medicine. Students may begin their MPH as soon as
they are accepted into veterinary school, provided they
hold a baccalaureate degree.

The University of Minnesota is an equal opportunity 
educator and employer.

About the University of Minnesota  
The University of Minnesota is unique in having nationally
recognized programs in veterinary medicine; public health;
medicine; agriculture, food and environmental sciences,
business and law all located on the Twin Cities campus. It
is the ideal venue for a dual DVM/MPH program, providing
interdisciplinary teaching, a broad range of expertise and
other resources to meet student needs.

Minneapolis and St. Paul consistently rank very high on
national quality of life ratings – and for good reason.
Leading arts, theater and cultural activities are just minutes
away. We have a number of professional sports teams and
numerous recreational opportunities, from marathons and
sailboarding to fishing and downhill skiing. Spectacular
outdoor areas such as numerous metropolitan lakes, the
craggy North Shore of Lake Superior and the pristine
Boundary Waters Canoe Area are complemented by the
beauty of four seasons.  

For More Information  
For information about the University of Minnesota DVM
program or the Veterinary Public Health program, please
contact the College of Veterinary Medicine at
dvminfo@umn.edu or 612.624.4747. 

For information on the Veterinary Public Health Program
and MPH programs and schedules, contact the School of
Public Health at php@umn.edu or 612.626.5665. 

On the Web
University of Minnesota College of     
Veterinary Medicine…………………www.cvm.umn.edu

University of Minnesota School of 
Public Health……………………..….www.sph.umn.edu

University of Minnesota……….….….…..www.umn.edu

How the MPH Program Works
Our dual degree program allows students to earn an MPH
from the University concurrently with a DVM from any
accredited veterinary college. Earning the MPH degree
requires a minimum of 42 additional hours of coursework.
Students take core public health courses as well as 12-14
credits in such areas as food safety and biosecurity,
preparedness, response and recovery, occupational safety
and health, infectious disease epidemiology, and public
health leadership.



Prepare Yourself for the Future  
Widespread concerns about foodborne illness, bioterrorism,
antibiotic resistance, and zoonotic diseases have dramatically
increased opportunities for public health veterinarians—
professionals who address key issues related to food
safety, emerging infectious diseases and public health. 

The University of Minnesota’s Veterinary Public Health
program gives you the credentials to work in this exciting
professional field. No other program offers the same
combination of efficiency, convenience and top-quality
education:   
• Students earn a Master of Public Health (MPH) degree

in the same four years as they complete their DVM.
• Our MPH curriculum features summer classes, combining

distance learning courses with programs held at the
University of Minnesota.

• You can pursue your DVM at any qualified veterinary
college while simultaneously earning your MPH from
the University of Minnesota. 

Our College of Veterinary Medicine and School of Public
Health have joined together to create this program,
providing numerous opportunities for interdisciplinary
interaction. You have the opportunity to study with faculty
at one of the nation’s top public health schools, with
additional instruction from College of Veterinary Medicine
faculty actively working in public health.

How do I apply for the MPH?  
The following materials must be sent to the University of
Minnesota School of Public Health:
• a statement of intent
• a letter of acceptance/good standing from the

veterinary college
• an MPH program application and fee
• a completed recommendation form and

attachment letter
• a signed release permitting the veterinary school to

release student records to the University of Minnesota
which includes transcripts, GRE scores and additional
letters of recommendation.

The application is available online at www.sph.umn.edu.

What does it cost?  
The cost for the MPH program appears at
www.sph.umn.edu. Click on “Veterinary Public Health”
under “Areas of Study.” The MPH program is offered
through the School of Public Health, which offers some
scholarship and financial aid programs.  The MPH program
costs are separate from the DVM tuition and fees. Tuition
and fees are subject to change without notice.

Basic Curriculum

Public Health Practice: 2 cr
Introductory Seminar for Health 
and Human Resources Professionals
Fundamentals of Epidemiology 3 cr
Biostatistical Methods  I  3 cr   
Fundamentals of Social and 
Behavioral Science 3 cr   
Ethics in Public Health: 
Professional Practice and Policy, or 1 cr
Ethics in Public Health:  
Research and Policy 1 cr 
Issues in Environmental and 
Occupational Health 2 cr
Public Health Management 3 cr    
Program Evaluation in Health and Mental
Health Settings OR equivalent content 3 cr
Exposure to Environmental Hazards 2 cr
Environmental Health Effects: 
Introduction to Toxicology 2 cr
All courses are offered online or during the three-week 
Public Health Institute at the University of Minnesota. 

Focus Curriculum

Students must take 12-14 elective credits, selecting at
least one course from each of the following public health
competency areas.  Many of the courses are offered
during the three-week Public Health Institute each year.
Examples include: 

Public Health Policy & Systems Development 
Global Food System: Beef; Global Food System: Poultry;
Food Policy; Public Health Law; Public and Environmental
Health Problem Solving: The Changing Food Industry;
Worker Protection Laws in Times of Threat

Community Intervention 
Food System Biosecurity: Threats; Food System
Biosecurity: Pre-Harvest Food Safety; Epidemiology of
Zoonoses and Diseases Common to Animals and Humans

Assessment and Basic Sciences 
Surveillance of Foodborne Diseases in Humans;
Surveillance of Foodborne Diseases in Animals and Plants;
Advances in Molecular Epidemiological Analysis; Risk
Assessment; Applications of Microbiology to Food
Monitoring; Principles of Infectious Disease Epidemiology

Program Management and Communications 
Risk Communication; Risk Management; Culturally
Responsive Leadership and Management; Health
Leadership and Effecting Change

Expand Your Career Options  
Why a dual degree?
Adding an MPH to your DVM degree greatly expands your
professional options. The dual degree program positions
you to compete more effectively for positions that deal with
the interface of human and animal health, spanning the
biomedical and food industries, as well as with state and
federal government agencies involved with agriculture,
public health, and animal health. Potential employers
also include the U.S. Food and Drug Administration, the
U.S. Department of Agriculture, the military, the uniformed
public health service, and the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention and international organizations.

What types of work can I do with a DVM/MPH?
Veterinarians with public health credentials serve as leaders
for such zoonoses prevention and control programs as rabies,
foodborne illnesses, and arboviruses; they operate as field
epidemiologists investigating new and emerging diseases;
they help strengthen the country’s ability to respond to
bioterrorism and public health-related emergencies; and
they coordinate critical activities within industry,
non-profit organizations, government and academia. 

Who is eligible? 
Students must hold a baccalaureate degree with a
cumulative grade point average of at least 3.0 (on a 4.0
point scale) and be admitted to and in good standing in
an accredited veterinary medicine college. Students
can begin MPH studies the summer before starting DVM
classes or anytime throughout their veterinary education. 

How much more work will this require?  
A minimum of 42 semester credits in public health-related
courses and a grade point average of at least 3.0 (on a
4.0 scale) are required to earn the MPH degree. 


